With the rapid expansion of emergency imaging services throughout North America, an increasing number of books on this subject have appeared. Many of these are excellent, comprehensive textbooks. A market certainly exists for smaller, introductory textbooks such as this one, authored by Heir and Vaidhyanath from Leicester in the United Kingdom. They have attempted to put together a brief, easily read, small-format book to serve as an introduction to emergency imaging. This particular volume is part of the series of Pocket Tutors on a variety of different clinical subjects that have proven to be very popular.
The book is divided into 10 chapters, with a total of about 200 pages. The first 2 chapters are on principles of emergency imaging and the basics of imaging interpretation. The third chapter is entitled, ''Recognizing Abnormalities,'' and gives tips on diagnosis of many common disorders encountered in the emergency department. The remaining chapters are divided into organ systems, and with a chapter on pediatric emergency imaging.
As one might expect in such a brief textbook, only some of the most common diagnoses are mentioned, and imaging findings and pathology are covered only superficially. Selected images are provided, most of which are of good quality, and illustrate the points made in the text. Captions are brief but reasonably clear, and many useful arrows and other annotations are provided, which make the findings easier to see, particularly for the novice. As might be expected for a first edition, numerous typos are scattered throughout the chapters, but these do not significantly detract from the readability of the book. Indeed, the book can be quite easily read in a half day.
The scope of this book is particularly suitable for medical students or for first-year residents in nonimaging disciplines. However, even for first-year residents in radiology, the treatment of most topics is quite superficial.
A number of competing textbooks exist, for example, Accident and Emergency Radiology by Raby et al, as well as ABC of Emergency Radiology by Chan. Both of these books are more expensive. The former is almost twice the length of the current volume. At a list price of $18.95, the current volume can certainly be classified as very modestly priced. In summary, this book is a useful introduction, particularly for nonradiologists, to an increasingly important subject and will likely be widely read. 
